
Give Mentoring A Hand...A Strong Return On Investment

Juvenile Crime
Reduction

$371

Truancy Reduction
$150

Enhanced School Achievement
$2,129

Reduced Tobacco Use
$823

Reduced Illegal Drug Use
$127

Average Benefits Per Youth
170,000 Minnesota Youth Mentored

Based on conservative assumptions and outcomes and valuations, a representative program returns benefits of $2.72 for every dollar of resources used (dollars
spent plus volunteer time).  A program returns $1.87 of public benefits (public cost savings and increased tax revenues) for every dollar spent on the program.
*Reference Anton, Paul A., Wilder Research, Prof. Judy Temple, University of Minnesota (2007) Social Return on Investment in Youth Mentoring Programs.

A Young Person’s
Increased Lifetime

Earnings
$3,826

Thumbs Up!

Total Benefits
Per Youth

=
$7,426



Analyzing the Social Return on Investment in Youth
Mentoring Programs
A framework for Minnesota

Based on a study of mentoring programs in Minnesota, it is clear that such
programs can produce some or all of the following direct benefits whose
values can (in principle) be quantified:

• Improved school attendance and performance – leading to increased
graduation rates,increased post-secondary education, and higher lifetime
earnings;

• Reduced truancy – resulting in reduced school costs and, ultimately,
reduced high school dropouts;

• Improved health outcomes – including reductions in teen pregnancy,
reduced or delayed use of tobacco, alcohol, or illicit drugs;

• Reduced juvenile crime (both violence and property crimes) – saving
victim costs, court costs, and costly treatment of juvenile offenders;

Mentoring Works!
www.mentoringworks.org


